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August 21, 2017 
Dear Band Parents/Guardians: 
 

 
 
 
 

It is that time of year again when we are getting ready to start new beginners in the band program.  I am eagerly looking 
forward to this new group of young people who will join this year’s class of talented musicians.   Thank you for taking a 
brief moment to review some important information that could have a long lasting impact on the future of your child.   
 
Although many see band as a class on learning to play an instrument, it is much more.  It is the development of a family of 
friends that lasts a lifetime.   It is also the establishment of some rather profound environmental influences, which will 
determine much of your child’s success in all facets of education, not just band.   We know they are averaging 62 points 
higher on SAT tests, which would indicate they are stronger in verbal and math scores than the other members of the 
student body.  We also know band students are the one who enjoy a successful high school career, go on to college, and 
become leaders in our society.  There is a definite link between the top achiever academically and the band student.  They 
are one in the same.   
 
There are three families that make up the band: 
 Woodwinds:  Flute, Clarinet & Saxophone 
 Brass:  Trumpet, Trombone & Baritone 
 Percussion:  Mallet Instruments, Snare & Bass Drum, Tympani, Cymbals, etc. 
 
If your child wants to experience percussion, they will need to pass a recorded listening test.  This requirement is 
because playing percussion includes Treble clef reading of the keyboard instruments such as Bells, marimba, xylophone & 
chimes and the Bass clef reading involves timpani.  The non-pitched instruments require learning rudiments.   No more 
than 4 students are chosen in 5th grade beginning band to play percussion.   To play percussion at Jefferson, each student 
will need to pay the $40.00 rental fee for playing all the school percussion instruments per school year.   Each 
percussionist must also have a bell kit and snare drum pad at home for homework practice.  Any child that already knows 
how to play piano will be ahead of the rest on any band instrument! 
 
For those of you that do not yet have an instrument, please plan on attending the instrument selection night here at 
Jefferson on September 12th and 13th.You may come anytime between 5-8 PM.  Most parents choose a rental/purchase 
plan initially. Quinlan & Fabish Music Co. has a "rent to own" program available for all of the above instruments. The initial 4 
Month Introductory Period fees are as follows: $72.00 for Flutes, plastic Clarinets, Trumpets, Trombones, and Percussion 
Kits.  (That’s $18.00 per month or.60 cents per day) ---- Regular Monthly Payment after Trial period- $39.00.  Q & F also has 
other types of instruments not listed on this form for rental as well.  All instruments rented from Q & F are covered by the 
company's Maintenance and Replacement Coverage.  This includes repairs needed for normal maintenance and accidental 
damage as well as replacement for fire and theft.  At the end of the initial introductory period you may choose to continue to rent 
monthly, purchase with a 25% discount, or return the instrument at any time to Q & F. 
 

Unfortunately, the school can only provide a handful of instruments.  Percussion instruments owned by the school do not 
go home.  We have school instruments that are available for rent for a one-time school year fee of $40.00 with signed 
contract.  Please understand that school instruments are not as pretty and new looking like you receive from Q & F.  And 
in many cases, your child may be forced to play his/her second choice of band instrument.  
 

All Band students will need an instrument and band book (Tradition of Excellence book 1) to participate in class 
with by September 14th.   Please come prepared with a method of payment with you on September 12th or 13th so 
you can rent from either Q & F or Jefferson Traditional. 
 

One of the most positive impressions you can offer your child is the chance to learn self-discipline at the highest level by 
participation in band.  Their social & communication skills, self-concepts, cooperative talents and creative mind will all be 
nurtured through their study of music.  I am happy your child has joined the band family.  Band provides a wonderful 
experience that develops musical ability, inspires teamwork, and motivates student to do well in school.  Please read the 
information provided, consider the possibilities, and together we can offer your child a year full of opportunity, learning, and 
music.  If you need further assistance, please contact me at the e-mail address above.   
 
Looking forward to meeting you on the 12th or 13th of September between 5-8 PM. 
Musically,  
Dawn Forsythe, Director of Bands, Jefferson ITS 
 


